fhe  Sailors  Tragedy 

To  which  is  added 

rhe  wee  Wifukie. 


STIRLING. 
Pimted  by  W.  Maeni^ 


TrlE  SAILORS  TEAGEDY 


I  am  a  sailor  aad  home  I  write, 
And  i:i  the  seas  took  great  delight, 

T^he  female  sex  I  did  beguile 

At  length  two  were  by  me  with  child, 

I  prom^'sel  to  be  true  to  bothi 

And  bound  myself  un:Ier  an  oath, 

To  marry  thesa  if  I  had  life. 
And  one  of  them  1  made  my  wif^, 

Tbe  other  being  left  alone 

Saying,  you  faUe  deluding  man, 

To  me  you've  do2e  a  wiclced  thing, 
"^ich  public  shame  will  oh  me  brings 

11%en  to  the  silent  shade  she  went, 
He'"  present  shame  for  to  prevent, 

^ud  soon  she  firii  Jied  up  t'^e  strife, 
Ajpd  cut  her  tender  thread  of  lif«. 

tShe  huug  himself  upoa  a  tree, 
Two  men  s-hu?itifig  did  her  see; 

Her  fiesh  by  beasts  was  basely  tore, 
Wbkh  mjide  the  y©u??g  men  weep  fuM 
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Straight  they  went  and  cut  her  down, 
And  in  her  breast  a  note  was  fouud  ; 

This  note  was  written  out  at  large, 
Bury  me  not  I  «io  you  charge. 

But  on  the  ground  here  let  me  lie» 
For  every  one  that  f  assss  by, 

IThat  thev  by  me  a  warning  take, 
A  ltd  see  what  follows  e'er  too  late. 

1  As  he  i«  false  I  do  protest 

That  he  on  earth  ahall  find  no  rest, 
!And  it  is  saii  she  pla^^u'd  him  so,  , 

That  to  the  seas  h&'s  fore^i  to  go. 

SAs  he  was  on  the  main-mast  high, 

A  little  boat  tie  did  espy, 
i  Ib  it  there  was  a  Ghost  so  grim. 

That  made  him  trenabld  svery  limb* 

^Dnwn  to  the  deck  the  young  man  goes, 
Tb  the  Captaia  his  luiid  for  to  disclose 

Here  u  a  spirit  coming  henc^, 
O  Captain  stand  in  my  defeiiC}. 

Wpou  the  deck  ihe  Captain  goes, 

Where  soon  he  spy'd  the  f^tal  Ghost ; 
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Caj)tain  said  she  you  must  and  can, 
With  speed  help      %q  such  a  man. 

In  St,  HelsRs  this  youtsg  man  dia  l, 
And  in  St.  Helens  is  his  body  hil : 

Cuptsi'^,  said  she,  do  not  say  so. 
For  he  is  ia  your  ship  below. 

And  if  you  staf*d  in  his  defence, 
A  mighty  storm  1  will  sead  hence, 

Will  cause  you  and  your  men  to  weep, 
And  Ifiave  you  sleeping  in  the  deep. 

From  the  deck  did  the  Captain  go, 
And  broUi,ht  thi%  young  man  to  his  foe, 

On  him  she  fixM  her  eyes  so  grim;* 
Whicli  made  him  tremble  every; limb. 

It  was  well  kfi  )wn  I  was  a  n^aic], 

^When  firjt  by  y&M  1  was  betrayed 
I  am  a  spirit  come  for  you, 

You  beguil'd  mc  onc3  but  I  have  you  now. 

For  !o  preserve  both  shvp  and  oser* 
into  the  boat  the/  forced  kim  j 
Tiie  b^at  ^unk  in  a  flashof  fire, 
Which  madi  the  sailors  aU  aimira 


A!!  y5u  that  Itiow  whnt  to  1  ve  telopg$ 
Sow  you  hav^^  heard  n\ y  xx^mu  nf  -  il  s^jn^, 
trtke  to  one  w!i«.tever  you  rnind, 
Aad  dont  delude  poor  wo^^an-kiad* 


THE  WEE  WIFUKIF, 

The  e  was  a  wee  bit  wifukie, 

and  hhe  gade  till  a  fair, 
She  got  a  wee  bit  drapuke 

lliat  cost  her  melkh  care  ; 
It  gade  about  the  wife's  heart, 

an'  she  wm  like  to  spew. 
An'  0  !  quo^  the  wee  bit  wifukie, 

I  wish  I  be  nae  fu*. 

If  Johny  see  me  barley-iick, 

I  doubt  heli  c^aw  my  sk! 
Til  tak  a  w^  bit  aapuckie, 

before  that  I  gas  in  :  , 
iSae  lyin^  down  at  a  dyke-siJ!e, 

takia*  a  wee  bit  nap  : 
By  cam^  a  paukie  packmat, 

wi'  a  wee  b:t  pac^. 

Be  c'ippet  a  the  wife'ss  Ic  cki, 
that  gijjwden  weie  and  lasg ! 
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He  t6i)k  her  pouch  an  ;  pursvkfe, 

an^  fast  swv  he  ran  ; 
l^ie  wife  wp.ken'd  in  a  fright, 

her  head  was  W^h^s  a  flee* 
4ft'  O  !  quo  the  we.*  wifukie, 

sure  %hu  is  no  »xe 

Wh-e^  [was  bonny  B.ssukie, 

say  locks  {hey  were  like  gcwd, 
1  i^fc'J  like  cny  lassokie 

whenever  that  they  were  cowM 
Johny  was  aye  tellin'  me, 

I  wss  right  fair  to  see ; 
But  j^omebody  has  been  feilin  me, 

fov  this  is  no  me. 

Imet  wi'  kindly  companie, 

I  birl'd  my  bawbee  ; 
If  I  be  bonny  Bessukie, 

thrte  pUcks  remain  wi'  me, 
the  put  her  haE^  down  by  her  side, 

m  jSn'  gin  it  was  she, 
put  neither  pouch  nor  pkck  she  had, 

»o  this  is  so  isce. 

I  haa  a  wee  hit  housoklej 
m'  ir/t  a  feiodly  man  i 
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A  doggie  ihey  ca'  Dossukia, 

if  it  be  me  he'll  fawn ; 
An'  a'  the  bairai  about  the  hou5e^ 

will  ken  if  th's  be  me, 
But  somebody's  beea  selHa*  me 

for  this  is  no  me. 

The  night  was  cm\d  an'  diugiu*  watj, 

an*  iiow  but  it  was  mirk, 
Tfee  little  doggie  heard  a  Lot. 

an'  it  began  to  bark; 
An'  when  the  doggie  barked, 

she  kent  it  wa$  na^  she  ? 
□  w^el  ken  ray  Dossukie 

that  thii  is  no  me. 

When  Johny  heard  his  Bessie's  foot 

fast  to  the  door  he  ran  ; 
Drjdn',  come  awa^  my  bessukie ; 

it's  lao  me  goodman  • 
&6  kindly  to  my'bairnsa*, 

an*  weel  may  ye  be; 
Fare  ye  weel  lay  Johnny, 

for  this  is  no  me 

Fohu  ran  lo  the  minims  ter, 
hfs  hair  it  stood  on  end  i 

fhae  got  sic  a  fright,  Sir, 
I  tsar  1*11  never  mead? 
ly  wife's  comt  hame  without  a  h€ad> 
crying'  out  most  bitterly, 
afe  ye  weel  my  Johnny,  laJ, 
I  for  this  is  no  nre. 
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The  ta'e  f^tx  tell  seem':?  woad  ous  sUa  5ge^ 

se^ms  wo  id  oui  strange  t^/  me^ 
iOi<hiak  a  w  fe  without  a  heaJ 

ciDuld  ciihor  spe^k  or  $  ie  : 
Trie  thi^^gs.tUat  h  ppan  h.fc?  awi, 

asre  wonda^ful  to  me  : 
I  oGWiM  a^aist  wi'  Bessie  s\y^ 

'lis  neither  you  iior  siig 

W%n  JjSany  he  came  hame  a^aia* 

his  heart  was  unco  fain. 
To  see  his  boni-^y  3e??aukiei, 

came  to  hersell  «ga5n : 
Sitti^'^  on  A  stoolikin^, 

aa'  Tibhock  on  her  kn«a ; 
Cryin^  come  awa'  my  Johnny  lad^ 

fW  this  IS  no  me  quo  she 
for  this  is  ROW  lae ; 

I'y^  got  a  wea  bi:  sjapo'.iij 
aiij  thii  is  now  me. 

l^jgs^  Jalinny  took  hdV  in  his  arms^ 

bi3  heart  was  unco  glad. 
T(t«ee  his  bonny  Bessukie, 

now  a*  right  but  the  head ; 
ij^hough  youVe  lost  your  goweUn  lookS| 

your  pouch  and  pursukie» 
Oome  to  your  be  j  my  Besiuktei 

and  happy  we  ah^ll  be« 


FINIS, 


